Lesson Plans for Who is the Church!

Summer Camp 2002

(If you need assistance, call Ron Tucci or email him 612-845-3562… tuchster@hotmail.com.)

Session 1:  The Church is given to us on pentecost…

(Have all age groups find when the feast of Pentcost is this year)

Grades 3 – 5

(Show them the icon of Pentecost)

1.) Explain the icon of pentecost to them (the 12 apostles receive the holy spirit on pentecost)

2.) Let them color the icon

3.) Tell them that at the feast of Pentecost (which literally means 50 days after Easter (Holy Pascha)) the holy spirit is given to the apostles so that:

· they can proclaim the news about Jesus to the whole world 

· even in many different languages that they didn’t even know… because they were filled with the Holy Spirit  

· Ask them if they know any prayers asking the Holy Spirit to come into our lives…. “Oh Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of truth… Who art everywhere and fillest all things.  Treasury of blessings.   And giver of life.  Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every impurity.  And save our souls Oh Good One.”

3.)  Make sure that they understand that the feast of Pentecost marks the beginning of our Church.  From that time onward, the apostles up to our modern day priests, bishops and deacons… have been baptizing and bringing people into Christ’s Church.
Grades 6 – 8

1.) Show them the icon of Pentecost and choose someone to read the story about Pentecost 

2.) Ask them:  “What is so important about the feast of Pentecost?”  

· let them know that at the feast of Pentecost, we are given the Holy Spirit and the church begins. 

3.) Have them list all the things they know about the Holy Spirit?

  (Make sure that they add these words along to the list and ask them why they might be included in the list about the Holy Spirit… Truth, Unity, Salvation, Brotherhood/Sisterhood)

4.) Why is the Holy Spirit important to us and the Church?

5.) If there was not a Holy Spirit, would our Church exist today?

Grades 9 – 12

1.) Brainstorm:  What do we know about pentecost?

(Have them list all their answers on a large newsprint or blackboard)

2.) Read:  Acts 2: 1-11 and show the Icon of Pentecost

3.) You might also want to read the story about Pentecost in the packet

4.)  Ask them:  “What is so important about the feast of Pentecost?”  

· let them know that at the feast of Pentecost, we are given the Holy Spirit and the church begins. 

5.) Have them list all the things they know about the Holy Spirit?

  (Make sure that they add these words along to the list and ask them why they might be included in the list about the Holy Spirit… Truth, Unity, Salvation, Brotherhood/Sisterhood)

6.) Why is the Holy Spirit important to us and the Church?

7.) If there was not a Holy Spirit, would our Church exist today?

Session 2 – The Church is made up of People

(Worshiping, forgiving, and loving each other)

Grades 3 – 5

1.) Give everyone a turn to talk about the most important people in their lives.

2.) Say:  God thinks that we are all important and that He wants all of us to be a part of His Church

3.) Read to them the story written by Angella Elwell Hunt… 

4.) At the end of the story… ask them:  Why do we go to Church?  List their answers…  

Conclude by saying:  The Church is made up of people… In church we learn how to love each other (like the gardener did to Jesus), ourselves and God.

Grades 6 – 8

1.) Give everyone a turn to talk about the most important people in their lives… role models that helped them along the way

2.) Say:  God thinks that we are all important and that He wants all of us to be a part of His Church

3.) Read:  Matt. 18: 15-20

4.) Ask:  What does it mean to forgive someone?  Why is it important to forgive those who hurt us?

5.) Say:  By forgiving each other, we become closer to God.  The goal of every Christian person, is to become united to Christ.  What are some of the things that we do in our church to be united to Christ?  List them.  Talk about the sacraments… Communion… baptism “as many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

6.) Say:  We can only receive the sacraments within the life of the church.  There is nowhere else in the world that we can get communion or baptism, except in the church.  We can not even get them if we were the only ones in the church all by ourselves.  It takes all of us and all of our prayers.  It takes the priest and the choir and all the faithful working together to build the church.  The Church is made up of people who worship, forgive and love each other.  Without people, there would be no church.

Grades 9-12

1.) Brainstorm:  How important are people to the church?

List all answers

2.) Read Matt. 18: 15-20

3.) Ask:  What does it mean to forgive someone?  Why is it important to forgive those who hurt us?

4.) Say:  By forgiving each other, we become closer to God.  The goal of every Christian person, is to become united to Christ.  What are some of the things that we do in our church to be united to Christ?  List them.  Talk about the sacraments… Communion… baptism “as many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

5.) Say:  We can only receive the sacraments within the life of the church.  There is nowhere else in the world that we can get communion or baptism, except in the church.  We can not even get them if we were the only ones in the church all by ourselves.  It takes all of us and all of our prayers.  It takes the priest and the choir and all the faithful working together to build the church.  The Church is made up of people who worship, forgive and love each other.  Without people, there would be no church.

Session Three – The Church has Christ as its head

Grades 3-5

Read:  Matt 15… verse 5 for them

Say:  In the bible Christ says: “I am the vine… You are the branches.”

Activity:  have them draw a vine with branches… At each branch that breaks from the vine… have them put the name of someone they love.

Say:  The vine and the branches make up the Church.  Each person in the Church is a branch… The vine that we all connect to is Christ.  Christ is the head of the Church.

Ask:  Why is Jesus so important to the Church?  What did He do on the cross for us?

List:  Everything that we know about Jesus on a piece of paper

Grades 6-8

Read  John 15: 1-11 together

Discuss:  Who is the vine?  Who are the branches?

What does it mean to bear good fruit?  Bad fruit?

What happens to the branches that have bad fruit?

Say:  The vine and the branches make up the Church.  Each person in the Church is a branch… The vine that we all connect to is Christ.  Christ is the head of the Church.

Ask:  Why is Jesus so important to the Church?  What did He do on the cross for us?

List:  Everything that we know about Jesus on a piece of paper

Grades 9-12

Read  John 15: 1-11 together

Discuss:  Who is the vine?  Who are the branches?

What does it mean to bear good fruit?  Bad fruit?

What happens to the branches that have bad fruit?

Say:  The vine and the branches make up the Church.  Each person in the Church is a branch… The vine that we all connect to is Christ.  Christ is the head of the Church.

Ask:  Why is Jesus so important to the Church?  What did He do on the cross for us?

List:  Everything that we know about Jesus on a piece of paper

Session 4 - The Church is made up of people who used their talents to build the church

Grades 3-5

Ask:  What is a talent?  Give me some examples… Help them out if they don’t know… playing sports, instruments… etc…

Ask:  Who are some of the people in our church who use their talents to help us?

Read:  The story of the Three Trees

Say:  Someday God will help make us into special people like the three trees.  He will use our talents… all the wonderful things that we are to help build His Church and make it stronger and larger.

Grades 6-8

Ask:  What is a talent?  Give me some examples… 

Ask:  Who are some of the people in our church who use their talents to help the church grow?  List them.

Read:  The story of the Three Trees

Ask:  How does the story of the three trees relate to our own lives?  

Activity:  Take a sheet of paper and list all the talents that you think might help the church… can you plant flowers, decorate, sing, serve as an altar boy, read, help others… etc…

Grades 9-12 (Discovering talents)

Read the parable of the Talents  … Matt 25:14-29

Discuss:  What is the parable about?  

Do we want to use our talents to serve the Church?

How does God want us to use our talents?

Read and do the worksheet on the back… “The Life of Saint Juliana the Merciful”

Session 5:  The Church needs us

(The Church needs a commitment from each and every one of us.)

Grades 3-5

Say:  At our baptism, like at the feast of Pentecost for the Apostles, we were given the Holy Spirit.  We all have the Holy Spirit within us.  God has also given us special talents and abilities inside of us to help the church and its people.  

What are some of the things that we have already done to help out other people and the Church?  Examples:  helping out with chores at home, helping to clean the Church… helping out at coffee hour in church… making cards for sick people in our church or in our families or amongst our friends.  Visiting nursing homes…and talking to older people… hugging adults and being friendly

Explore with them all the various things that they could be doing in the realm of the church even at there age.  Make them realize that they are an important part of the Church today…

Say:  You are an important part of the church today.  The Church needs you to help it grow.  

Activity:  Have each person write a letter to God telling Him how they can help His Church to grow…  Dear God,





I can help make your church grow by….





Love,





Simon

They can also draw a picture of how they can help God make His Church grow.

Grades 6-8 

Start by asking:  What does it mean to make a commitment to something?

What does it mean to make a commitment to God and the Church?

How can we make a commitment to the Chruch?

Do we believe in our church enough to make a commitment to it?  Why or Why not?

Activity:  Develop a dream for your church

On a piece of paper, have each person write down:

1.) Draft a “dream statement” for their church… examples… “I want the church to be a group which…, I want the Church to be a place where…, I want my parish to…, I wish that the parishes in my diocese would…, I dream that our Orthodox Church would…

2.) List two or three of the best aspects of being a part of their parish community.

3.) List two or three of the worst aspects of being part of their parish community.

4.) List concrete ways they can help make their parish community better.

Have everyone share their dream statement for the Church

End by saying:

We are all a part of the Church today.  It doesn’t matter how old you are.  When you were baptized, like the apostles at the feast of Pentecost, you were given the Holy Spirit.  It is up to you to use the talents and gifts that God has given you to help make His Church grow.  You need to commit yourselves to the Church and work hard at helping it grow.  The Church needs you!

Christ is the vine, we are the branches.  He is the head of the Church we are its members.  Let us commit ourselves, each other, and our whole lives unto Christ our God.

Grades 9-12 

Start by asking:  What does it mean to make a commitment to something?

What does it mean to make a commitment to God and the Church?

How can we make a commitment to the Chruch?

Do we believe in our church enough to make a commitment to it?  Why or Why not?

Activity:  Develop a dream for your church

On a piece of paper, have each person write down:

5.) Draft a “dream statement” for their church… examples… “I want the church to be a group which…, I want the Church to be a place where…, I want my parish to…, I wish that the parishes in my diocese would…, I dream that our Orthodox Church would…

6.) List two or three of the best aspects of being a part of their parish community.

7.) List two or three of the worst aspects of being part of their parish community.

8.) List concrete ways they can help make their parish community better.

Have everyone share their dream statement for the Church.

End by saying:

We are all a part of the Church today.  It doesn’t matter how old you are.  When you were baptized, like the apostles at the feast of Pentecost, you were given the Holy Spirit.  It is up to you to use the talents and gifts that God has given you to help make His Church grow.  You need to commit yourselves to the Church and work hard at helping it grow.  The Church needs you!

Christ is the vine, we are the branches.  He is the head of the Church we are its members.  Let us commit ourselves, each other, and our whole lives unto Christ our God.

