Religion Grades 3 – 5

Common Ground

St. Mary’s Summer Camp 2006

Session 1:  Common Ground – Together We Share a Pan Orthodox Experience
· Youth will define Pan Orthodoxy and what it means to live “On Common Ground”

· Youth will share their experience of being together as a Pan Orthodox Camp Community past and present(their hopes, dreams and challenges)

· Youth will learn about the Historical situation of Orthodoxy in America

· Youth will be challenged to embrace the week ahead, conquer their fears, and start letting others into their lives

Learn the Song Together – Common Ground (Written by Doria)

Common Ground


Common Ground

Uncommon Grace


Uncommon Grace

Common Union


Common Union

Uncommon Faith


Uncommon Faith

Introduce the idea of Pan Orthodoxy:  Have they ever heard this before?  Can they give examples of what they think it means?  Discuss what Pan Orthodoxy means to you.

Discuss how important it is to come together as a Pan Orthodox Camp.  Ask them if they feel the same.  How do they seem to be doing with everyone coming together?  Are they having a good time?  Do they feel it to be a challenge?  Feel out the class’s response.  It might be overwhelming to them.  They might be making many friends and find it to be a cool experience.  The idea is to get them to share with each other.  You might want to sit in a circle and have them share their feelings.  
Activity 1:  Caring for each other

Your task for this week is simple.  It is the easiest and hardest thing you will ever have to do.  Easy because it is a simple concept.  Hard because it is hard to put it into practice.  From this point on, we are not allowed to make fun of anyone in our group.  We are only allowed to say nice things about each other.  If someone is feeling lonely or frightened or sad, it is your job to find something nice to say to them to help them feel better.  Everyone in this group is responsible for making sure we all have a good time this week.  We are going to create a word or phrase together.  Every time your counselors or friends say this word or phrase, it is your job to find one nice thing to say to someone that you feel might be having a hard time this week.  (As a class, create a word or phrase to say together to remind everyone to respect and care for each other.)  You can take the first letter from each person in your group, write it up on a board so everyone can see, and then create a funny word.  Every time this word is mentioned, it is time to be nice to each other.   


Now that we learned to care for each other, we can work toward unity, togetherness, and sharing.  We are becoming better campers each time we do something nice for each other and having a better Pan Orthodox experience.
Did you know?

Orthodoxy in America is divided into different ethnic groups and jurisdictions.  There is the Greek Archdioces, the Antiochian Orthodox Church in America, the Orthodox Church in America, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, the Serbian Orthodox Church, and many others.  Even though we share the same faith, we are all separately governed and sometimes do not work well together.  This is an unfortunate part of our church and something that each and every one of us can help with.  As we get older, we have to remember how important it is for all of us to work together for God’s glory, put aside all of our differences, and work together to help bring friends and neighbors to Christ.  This is why our Pan Orthodox camp is so important to us.  It is our time to work together and help bring each other closer to God and the Church.


Session 2:  Uncommon Grace – Together we stand
· youth will discuss the advantages of a unified Orthodox Church here in the United States.

Start by singing “Common Ground”

Today’s verse to learn:

Here we stand

United in this place

Differences fade with help

From His Grace

After learning the verses, ask the class what it means to be “United in this place.”  Talk about what unity means.  Then ask them to give you words that they can think of that mean the same thing as unity.  (Examples: togetherness, sharing, caring, loving each other)  Talk about how important it is to be together at camp.  Ask them if they have made friends here.  

Now discuss this verse:  Differences fade with help From His Grace

How important is it for us to ask for God’s help when we feel divided, alone, and nobody to help bring us together?  (at this time you can talk about the Holy Spirit and use the prayer “Oh Heavenly King”)

Activity 1:  Together we stand, divided we fall

Use a deck of cards… Give each person a card.

Now build a church with them.  See how long it takes before it comes crashing down.  How many cards were you able to place?  Could you place more?  

Now say:  Each one of us in the church is like a card.  Together we build the church.  If we fall away from the church, it could come tumbling down.  Together our church stands… divided it falls.

Now say:  Just like the above activity, our church will not grow if we are not together and working on things together.  The more we are together… the more we will grow as a church.

We already talked about our Orthodox Church here in the United Sates.  Right now, our Orthodox church is not completely together.  We all believe the same, but we are divided into what is called jurisdictions.  Give examples… The Greek Archdiocese and the Orthodox Church in America   Can anyone give me more examples?  The more “cards” we have working together, if we all come together as one church, it will grow.

If we were together, we can accomplish more things just like in the activity above.

Activity 2:  Bringing us all together unity tree

Ahead of time, create the trunk of a tree and branches on a piece of large white paper. Have each person take a piece of green construction paper and make a huge leaf out of it by folding the paper in half and cutting it into shape such that when the paper opens up, it looks like a leaf (similar to how you would make a heart shape out of red paper).  Have each student draw their church on the leaf.  If they do not belong to a church, have them draw their family on the leaf.

For the teacher:  Break your class up into 3 or 4 diverse groups with an adult in each group.  A diverse group consists of children from different ethnic, parish, and jurisdictional backgrounds.  In the group, have each person talk about their leaf/their parish.  What do they like most about their church?

Now create a unity tree from all their leaves by pasting or taping them to the trunk and branches.  Let the class watch as the tree grows.  If your class is capable, let them put their leaf up by themselves.

Conclusion:  The more churches we put on this tree, the larger and stronger this tree will get.  I bet if we asked everyone in this camp to make a leaf and put it on our tree, we would have a huge unity tree.  Together we stand and are made stronger to do the things that we need to do to grow together in Christ.


Session 3: Together We Are One In the Spirit

· Youth will define what it means to have a common faith

· Youth will discuss their cultural differences/similarities

· Youth will begin to distinguish “T” vs “t” traditions

· Youth will be further challenged to accept everyone for who they are and work to become one in the spirit

Learn and sing the song “We are One in the Spirit”

We are one in the Spirit,

We are one in the Lord,

We are one in the Spirit,

We are one in the Lord

And we pray that all unity

May one day be restored.

(chorus)

And they’ll know we are Christians

By our love, by our love

And they’ll know we are Christians 

By our love

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land…

We will work with each other, we will work side by side

We will work with each other, we will walk hand in hand

And well guard each man’s dignity and save each man’s pride…

All praise to the Father from whom all things come,

And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only son

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one…

Now say:  No mater who we are, where we come from, what culture or ethnic group or church we belong to, we are all one in the Spirit… the Holy Spirit brings us together.  This means that we can celebrate each others differences.  What did you enjoy seeing at the culture fair?  What were some really unique things that you saw or learned about?  Today we are going to celebrate each others differences and love everyone for who we are.

Opening Discussion (accept all answers and reflect back)
· What is tradition? 

· What are some traditions that your family has?

· What are some religious traditions that our church and family have? (list all on a large sheet of paper for all to see)

Read the following bible passage from 2 Thessalonians 2:15

“Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions, which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.”

· What is this passage saying?

· What are the traditions taught by the epistle? (traditions that have been taught to us through the scripture)

· What are the traditions taught by word? (traditions that have been passed down to us through the apostles)

· Why are traditions important?

State

A tradition is something that is handed down to us. Holy Traditions are that which were handed down from the Apostles who receive them from Christ. We also call this Apostolic Tradition. These Traditions cannot be changed. Church traditions (with a little t) are individual or local ways people express their faith. 

Activity (Defending Your Ts)

Split the young people into groups of 3 to 5 people. Give them each a list with 3 traditions. Have them decide which traditions are big T Traditions and which are little t traditions. They must prepare to defend their decision. If they decide it is a correct little t, then have them give the explanation what makes it correct and likewise for the incorrect. Give them time to prepare as a group and then have each group report back. Have your parish priest help you make come up with the list to use and explain the reason they are Big T’s or little t’s 

Wrap Up

Look back over the list of traditions you made at the beginning of the session. Go through as a group and decide which are big T’s and which are little t’s. For the little t’s, discuss whether they are correct or incorrect. If you are not sure about some tell them you will check into it and get back to them at the next meeting. When you have finished, read the following story:

Someone Has Been Here Before Us

A little girl, not used to traveling, was making a train trip across the country with her mother. Looking out the train window, she could see rivers and streams ahead. She worried how the train would be able to cross those bodies of water.

As they drew near the river for the first time, the little girl saw the bridge which was to provide the way over. Two or three times the same thing happened. Finally, the little girl leaned back in the train seat and with a long sigh of relief and confidence said, “Somebody has been here before us and built bridges for us all the way.”

Christ has been here before us and He has built bridges for all the way – the bridge from sin to forgiveness, from despair to hope, from doubt to faith, from death to life. His apostles have passed His saving knowledge to us and Christ expects us like His Apostles to hand down this Holy Faith.  

End with the song again… “We are one in the spirit”

Conclude by challenging your youth to look past differences and begin to see all the good things each of us have in common.  Begin to see God in everyone you see.
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